226. There were many complaints of the difficulties experienced by
.         . .        mineral prospectors or mine owners in areas
mineral1 riSE"1"*     w^ere tlie mineral rights were in the hands of

private land owners ; these mainly had reference
to the great subdivision of proprietorship or to the obscurity of titles.
These difficulties are similar to those experienced by all investors who
desire to acquire property in such areas, and we see no reason for
making any recommendation regarding the registration of titles, or the
compulsory acquisition of surface rights where Government does not
own the minerals, except in the possible case of a mineral which is
essential for national purposes, and of which only a very limited quantity
exists.
227.  Other complaints by witnesses had reference to local rules
governing the working of special minerals, and
Mining ManuaBs might be   the grant of licenses and leases  of minerals
PrCPproviiices.e *'"        outside the scope of the Mining Rules.    Would-
be concessionaires said that they experienced
difficulty owing to the diversity of rules and practice as between one
province and another, especially in respect of minerals like limestone,
which are now required for large organised industries, such as iron
smelting ; and generally from the lack of any complete and readily
accessible compendium of the local rules. We think that, in provinces
where there is considerable mining activity, it is advisable for Local
Governments to issue Mining Manuals similar to those published in
the Central Provinces and Burma. These should include the Govern-
ment of India Mining Eules, the local supplementary regulations, and
any other provisions of rule or law that are likely to be encountered
in the course of their work by persons engaged in mining. We suggest
that these manuals would be of increased value if they contained notes
prepared by the Geological Survey Department on the known mineral
resources of the province and references to publications containing more
detailed information.
We received also a quantity of evidence regarding certain local
difficulties which have arisen in special cases, e.g., in the case of mica
mining in Bihar and Orissa. These involve no change in the Mining
Rules, and will doubtless be considered by the Local Governments
concerned.
The Administration of the Electricity Act.
228.  A matter of considerable importance whch may be convenient-
ly discussed here, is the working of the Indian
Administration^! law and Electricity Act regulating the supply and use
of electrical energy. There are now numbers
of electric supply companies which provide electrical energy for domes-
tic consumption, for industrial purposes and for public use. Although
only one or two witnesses came before us whose position entitled them
to give evidence on these matters, we were furnished with both infor-
mation and criticisms by the representatives of the Electric Supply and